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“Of all the forms of inequality, 

injustice in health care 

is the most shocking 

and inhumane.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
March 25, 1966



The COVID-19 Pandemic has highlighted the disproportionate and 
systemic health impact on communities of color in the US
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~USD 93bn in excess 
medical care costs, USD 42bn in lost 
productivity / year1

In US, 40% more black people have died 
from COVID-19 vs. white people2

1. American Public Health Association.     2. COVID Tracking Project and the Boston University Center for Antiracist Research, https://covidtracking.com/race
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Health disparities in the US based on race are not only unethical -
but they also cost lives and waste resources

https://covidtracking.com/race
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▪ Only 5 %of Doctors identified as African 

American or Black (vs13.4% of population) 

and less than 2% engaged in Clinical rials 
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We need to do a better job to increase not only patients and women of color 
in Clinical Trials but also  Trial Investigators – from POC to Phase 3 Trials
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Trust and the past matters - Tuskegee, Henrietta Lacks and J. 
Marion Sims (the father of gynecology)
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Racial bias and sexism are deeply embedded in how we practice 
medicine and deliver healthcare



▪ Overestimation of renal function of 

African Americans using race and 

creatinine

▪ Late to be diagnosed with kidney 

failure

▪ Last on list for dialysis

▪ Last on list for kidney transplants 
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Why this matters – Case example of the negative health impact of 
using race in assessing kidney function

Race and sex-based data standards that have not been validated costs 

life's and need to be overhauled urgently.



▪ Spirometers automatically factor 
in a 10% decrease in lung 
functions for African Americans 
as normal

▪ Therefore, they have to lose 
more lung capacity before 
diagnosis made
– Delay in treatment

– Less compensation in 
industrial/occupational exposure 

Based on justification of race 
inferiority during slavery 
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Why this matters – another case example of lung function test 
“race correction” built into spirometers  
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Cotton Is King, and Pro-Slavery Arguments

S Cartwright, EN Elliot - 1860 - Pritchard, Abbott and 

Loomis



▪ Vaginal Birth After Cesarean –

VBAC Risk Calculator

▪ Race - African American Women

– Bleeding risk increase

– Anesthesia risk

– Maternal Mortality
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Obstetrics
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• NEJM Published more than 10 other 
serious diseases where race is 
imputed based on no evidence, to 
the detriment of African Americans

• This has a huge impact on individual 
patients and population health 
globally 
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Why this matters – the integration of unvalidated “race correction” 
into the practice of medicine is deep and extensive



▪ Developing Trust by consulting and co-creating the program 

with the African American Community

▪ Address STEM Education and generational wealth gap –

college fees are prohibitive

▪ Address HBUCs underfunding and lack of endowments

▪ Develop Human Capital and knowledge transfer about R&D 

▪ Health Inequity is complex and “a system-based approach is 

best suited”
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It will take time

Health Inequity in the US today is a result of 

centuries on inequity across every walk of life

After 4 months of intense discussion with African American 
communities and deans of Historically Black Medical Schools we 
leant that :



If you build it they will come 
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“And they did come”
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A  Historic PLEDGE called the Beacon of Hope to address the systemic causes of 

Health Inequity impacting African Americans and Hispanics : July 2021
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Beacon of Hope: 10-year faculty support to run Centers of 
Excellence for Clinical Trials in the Four Historically Black Medicals 
Schools – starting at Morehouse School of Medicine

Center of Excellence for Clinical 

Trials

Center of Excellence for Climate, 

Environment and Health

Center of Excellence to Review the 

use of “Race Correction in Medicine”



▪ 1200 Students Novartis Mentoring to 

prepare them for careers in Industry and 

Research and Development

▪ 340 Scholarships for students

▪ 90 HBCU Faculty Research Grants
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Beacon of Hope  - addressing 

generational wealth, STEM and 

research gaps over 10 years
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TMCF – Novartis Foundation Alliance Scholarships winners : first 
group of 120 students  to be announced next month

22
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June 22, 2022 Expansion of Beacon Of Hope Partnership
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Which diseases your 
research and develop 
medicines for also matters 
and is core to DEI in Science
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March 13, 1946 

– May 7, 2022

KOF
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It always seems 
impossible until its done

“IT ALWAYS SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE 
UNTIL IT IS DONE”

NELSON MANDELA

PRISONER #46664

Greg Bartley/Camera Press, via Redux – NYT Dec 5, 2013 
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Thank you


